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characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

 Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
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Date:  April 14, 2013 
Title:  “Let Us Show Gratitude” 
Text:  Hebrews 12:4-29 [read entire chapter for context] 
Theme: Christians are to be encouraged in persecution because it is part of God’s loving 

purpose for their lives. 
 
Introduction:  

In 1958, a church in Jacksonville, Florida was experiencing a great outpouring of 
the power of God.  Multitudes were being saved.  Families were being restored and 
people were giving large financial gifts to the work of the Lord.  One couple in 
particular brought in a rather large offering.  Shortly thereafter, the couple was 
found dead in their apartment.  It was discovered that they had lied about the size 
of the gift for tax purposes.  Great fear gripped the church. 
 
In 1974, a church in Norfolk, Virginia found themselves in an ugly battle with 
church discipline.  Apparently, an older man within the church family was sexually 
abusing his granddaughter.  The church took immediate action and dismissed him 
from their fellowship.  Shortly thereafter, he turned up missing and within weeks 
was found dead. 
 
In 1986, a church in Phoenix, Arizona began to experience an unprecedented rate of 
mortalities within its body of fellowship.  As they began to investigate, a link was 
established between the Lord’s Table and patterns of sin in the life of those who 
were dead or dying.   
 
In 2013, a pastor of a local church saw their church numbers decline and as an 
answer was sought to the reason behind such a decline it was determined it was 
because of sin not confessed and a failure of not getting right with God in the life of 
the congregation.  After days and weeks of public confession and repentance the 
congregation was restored in their fellowship with God and the numerical decline 
reversed and the congregation is now experiencing a period of unprecedented 
growth. (These four examples are fictitious) 

 
The Problem: 
Our problem is how we understand our relationship to God in Christ.  Let me offer some 
initial questions that will highlight our thinking. 
 

In General 
Does God punish me for my sin? 
Why would God punish me for my sin? 
 

Specifically 
To whom is the author of Hebrews writing?  What is their present state?  Is the audience 
suffering?  How are they to view their suffering?  Are they suffering because of their sin or 
because of their faith? Is the discipline positive or negative in this passage?   
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Hebrews 12 is one of those passages that have been misused by many, so I need to speak to its 
defense.  It has often been looked to as a pivotal passage to “prove” God will chasten His 
people for their sins.  Yet, in light of all that is found in the doctrines of justification, 
imputation, etc. and the exchanged life, how can this be?  By looking at the larger context of 
chapter 11 and 12:1-3 it will be seen that the discipline being referred to is the hardship one 
will naturally incur by living a godly life in this world (John 16:33; 2 Tim. 3:12; Acts 14:22).  All 
of the hardships we encounter are providential in nature.  Why providential versus 
miraculous?  Miraculous means natural laws are being suspended.  For example, if we were to 
jump off of a building only to float in the air that would be a miracle.  The natural law of 
gravity was suspended thus allowing us to float. 
 
Are the various trials encountered by the Christian providentially or supernaturally launched?  
There are various passages such as James 1:2, 1 Peter 1:6-8 and Acts 5:41 that speak of the 
believer encountering hardship.  They are all providential.  By saying providential, we do not 
mean random, arbitrary, or pointless.  Because of God’s sovereignty, we believe every act is 
divinely controlled.  We believe this is why James can tell us to rejoice in the midst of hardship 
(James 1:2; Acts 5:41).  Does God bring trials into our life?  Absolutely!  Why?  So that our faith 
is purified and Christ is seen.  The hardships He sends are not penal or punitive, but rather the 
purging of dross. 
 
I have read much on this topic and disagree with most of what I’ve read. Notice the following 
comments by several authors. 
 

The writer to the Hebrews sets out still another reason why men should cheerfully 
bear affliction when it comes to them.  He has urged them to bear it because the 
great saints of the past have borne it.  He has urged them to bear it because 
anything they may have to bear is a little thing compared with what Jesus Christ 
had to bear.  Now he says that they must bear hardship because it is sent as a 

discipline from God . . . 1 
 
The point of the statement (12:1) is that the experience of these Old Testament 
saints testifies to us of the importance of persistent faith (257).  The second 
incentive to encourage faithful persistence in suffering is a reminder of the 
experience of Jesus (258).  The explanation of suffering (12:4-11 [260]).  He is not 
suggesting that God is responsible for the evil which wicked men bring upon 
believers.  He is, however, saying that God has incorporated even these 
circumstances as instruments to accomplish His will.  In times of affliction caused 
by opponents to their faith, God’s people are to realize that persecution is 
actually overruled by God and used for the training of believers.  It is all too 
common to conclude that sufferings are always sent by God as punishment for sin.  
It must be remembered that Christ, God’s unique Son, learned through His 
suffering (2:10), and believers should adopt His mind on this matter (261).  When 
believers are confronted with the prospect of enduring hardships, they must 
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understand that it is not as punishment coming from God’s wrath, but is a part 
of the heavenly Father’s program of educating His sons (262).2   
 
God’s children may go through excruciatingly painful experiences.  God has not 
promised to save His children from the fiery furnace, but He has promised to be 
with them in their time of need.  The chastisement is hard to endure, but God will 
give the grace of endurance.  The believer knows that God knows what He is 
doing. 3  
 
(vv.4-13) This casts a new and a wonderful light on all the persecutions and the 
hardships the readers are to endure perseveringly, for these inflictions are plain 
evidence of the sonship of the readers: only a father who is deeply concerned for 
his sons chastises them. (431, 432). (verse 6) Chastisement in its severest form is 
thus strong evidence of one’s sonship.  This casts the clearest light on all 
persecution that God lets us bear in this life for Christ’s sake.  It does correct us, 
drive out the sin that is still in us, but only in order that we may be more truly the 
sons that God would have us to be (434).4   
 
The persecutions which we endure for the Gospel’s sake, are on another account 
useful to us, even because they are remedies to destroy sin; for in this way God 

keeps us under the yoke of his discipline, lest our flesh should become wanton . . .5 
 
Suffering comes to all; it is part of life, but it is not easy to bear.  Yet it is not quite 
so bad when it can be seen as meaningful.  For Christians all suffering is 
transformed because of the Cross.  The writer points to the importance of discipline 
and proceeds to show that for Christians suffering is rightly understood only 
when seen as God’s fatherly discipline, correcting, and directing us.  Suffering is 
evidence, not that God does not love us, but that he does.6   

 
In light of the preceding statements and the argument of the Book of Hebrews as a whole, how 
can we rightly conclude Hebrews 12 as punitive for sin? Do I believe there is an intrinsic 
demerit to sin?  Yes, I do believe there is an intrinsic demerit to sin.  Do I believe God uses 
hardship and suffering to bring us in line with His will?  Yes, in so far that I am always in His 
will.  And thus all hardship and suffering is pushing and pulling me inside of His will.  Do 
I believe all of life is from God, sustained by God and for God?  Yes, I believe all of life is from 
God, sustained by God and for God. 
 
I think we have skewed views of our relationship with God.  One such view is the game of 
“hide and go seek.”  Either God is hiding or we are hiding, and one party has to find the other.  
Another view is the game “hot and cold.”  Depending on our distance from God we are either 
“hot” or “cold” and we are always trying to figure out exactly where we are in relationship to 
God.  Both of these views are unfortunate.   
 
I have mentioned on several occasions how I disagree with the idea that my sin separates me 
from God and thus causes me to break fellowship with Him.  I disagree that my confession of 
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sin and the asking of forgiveness restores this fellowship.  I believe nothing can separate me 
from God.  I believe what Jesus secures for me cannot be maintained by me.  Because of His 
forgiveness of me I have been reconciled before the Father and am fully accepted by the 
Father.  There is nothing I can now do to undo what is done. 
 
I believe when Jesus paid it all, He actually did; not in part but the whole was nailed to the 
cross and I bear it no more.  I believe at Calvary Jesus bore the full brunt of God’s wrath 
against sin.  He did, so I do not have to. 
 
Now do I believe there is the sovereign hand of God behind all aspects of my life even the 
hardship brought on by my sinful choices?  Yes, I believe God’s hand directs every aspect of 
my life even the outworking of sin’s intrinsic demerit.  Do I believe this is what Hebrews 12 is 
teaching?  No, I do not believe Hebrews 12 has anything to do with a disobedient believer.  
Hebrews 12, however, deals with those who are suffering for their faith. 
 
Listen to the following statement by another author.  There are several qualifiers I desire for 
you to hear.  First, there is an unfortunate presupposition in our understanding as to what the 
word chastening means for us.  Second, the word “chastening” needs to be defined by its 
context.  Third, the issue is one of faith, family and persecution.  Fourth, there is nothing in the 
text that speaks to suffering as a consequence of one’s sinful act/choice.   
 

The readers are exhorted to endure the chastening hand of God (12:1-29). This 
exhortation is similar to the one in 10:32-39,  
 
32 But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of 
sufferings, 33 partly by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by 
becoming sharers with those who were so treated. 34 For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and 
accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession 
and a lasting one. 35 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For you 
have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was 
promised. 37 FOR YET IN A VERY LITTLE WHILE, HE WHO IS COMING WILL COME, AND WILL 
NOT DELAY. 38 BUT MY RIGHTEOUS ONE SHALL LIVE BY FAITH; AND IF HE SHRINKS BACK, MY 
SOUL HAS NO PLEASURE IN HIM. 39 But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of 
those who have faith to the preserving of the soul. (Heb. 10:32-39) 

 
but now it is more specifically in light of the fatherhood of God (12:7-11). A transition is 
made from the “great cloud of witnesses” of chapter 11 to the supreme example of the 
Son’s faithfulness in his suffering, that our faith might be perfected (12:1-4). Just as 
Christ is God’s Son, so are believers (12:5)—that is to say, because he is a Son, so are 
they; hence, God will deal with them as a Father does his own children (12:5-11). In the 
midst of the severe warnings comes this note of encouragement: even though the 
readers are suffering, since they are sons they are saved. This discipline from God is a 
proof that they are indeed sons (12:8)—in fact, unless they are disciplined they will not 
grow in grace (12:12-17). Such growth is essential evidence that they will obtain heaven 
as their eternal home (12:14).7 

 
Everyone who lives godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.  Suffering for one’s faith is 
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intrinsic to faith.  It is not something we look for, but when religious persecution happens do 
not be surprised and also recognize what it means. 
 

THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

The only way to understand this text is in the context of the entire Book of Hebrews.  Anything 
else is an injustice to the intent.  Consider the following. 
 

10:23  let us hold fast 
10:32ff  Remember you endured a great conflict of suffering being made a public 

spectacle 
11:36  others experienced mocking, scourging, chains, and imprisonment 
12:1  Therefore (in light of what has preceded) run the race.  Do not give up in the face 

of persecution.  In the midst of our affliction for righteousness’ sake, let us “put 
off” the old man . . .  

12:2  fix your eyes on Jesus.  Jesus is the perfect example of one whom suffered at the 
hands of sinners, who did nothing wrong. 

12:3  “So that you will not grow weary and lose heart (these echoes back to 10:23ff). 
12:4  In your stance for righteousness and against sin; you have not yet been harmed. 
12:5ff  Here begins the exhortation.  Why the exhortation?  I believe the intent of 12:5ff 

is to let the people of God know what they are currently enduring is coming 
from the hands of a loving Father. 

12:12  Therefore, be encouraged 
 
The Storyline: 
God has written a beautiful Story whereby His people will dwell with Him forever and their 
joy will be full.  The means to that glorious end is celebrated by the author of Hebrews.  He 
writes of God and His people. 
 
In light of these opening remarks, let us consider our text.  Let us remember how the previous 
paragraph (12:1-3) calls us to be people of faith who look to Jesus as our great high priest for 
our standing before the Father and stability in life’s suffering.  The author now seeks to put 
suffering for faith in its theological context.  By the way, theology is how we understand God.  
Theology should not be abstract or sterile.  Theology gives substance to our existence. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The instruction – GOD DEALS WITH YOU AS WITH SONS (vv. 3-11) 
 
The difficulties faced are from the hands of a loving Father.  Remember, there are two 
illustrations used to encourage those who are currently suffering for their faith, those who 
have preceded us in Hebrews 11 and our Lord and Savior Jesus. 
 
Verse 4 ties us into our Lord Jesus.  Jesus is a son, and like Jesus we shall also suffer. 
 

Verses 5 and 6 quote Proverbs 3. 
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11 My son, do not reject the discipline of the LORD Or loathe His reproof, 12 For whom the LORD loves He 
reproves, Even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights. 

 
Proverbs 3 is an island verse.  There is no context for the verse apart from instruction given to 
children in relation to their parents.  There is a principle stated.  The key to using Proverbs 3 is 
the relationship, not the punitive nature of the relationship.  One of the reasons we believe 
God chastens us for our sin is because of this passage and then its use in Hebrews.   
 
Let us be reminded that once we punish our children for wrongdoing, the punishment is over.  
We do not continue punishing our child for the same sin over and over again.  We do 
not/should not punish our children for past sins that have already been addressed.  In 
addition, we continue to punish our child’s ongoing sin because no punishment we give 
covers all past, present or future transgressions. 
 
This same principle applies in our relationship with God.  God does/did punish our sin.  He 
did so in and on His Son.  When Jesus took our sin debt He took every past, present, and 
future sin that I would ever commit.  When the Father punished Him, He did it in my behalf.  
This is the great doctrine of substitutionary atonement.  For God to punish me for my sin in 
time or in eternity belittles the work of Jesus Christ. 
 
As incredible as this is, the issue in Hebrews is “will we believe this?”  Some look at such 
thinking and believe it is scandalous and ridiculous, but will we believe this?8  Do you believe 
this?  Does this mean I can now sin with impunity?  Yes, it does.  But will I?  Probably not.  
Those who scoff at such thinking reveal the darkness of their own heart. 
 
Let us return to our text.  The context of this passage is the suffering faced by those who 
believe Jesus is the fullest and final offering for sin and as such becomes our great high priest.  
Listen to what this sounds like when we lay Hebrews 12 over Matthew 13.  I believe we would 
find more direction as to what is meant in Hebrews 12. 
 

18 Hear then the parable of the sower.  19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on 
whom seed was sown beside the road.  20 The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the 
man who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy;  21 yet he has no firm root in himself, but is 
only temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls 
away.  22 And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, 
and the worry of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.  23 

And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word and 
understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some 
thirty."  (Matt. 13:18-23) 

 
When we read this text we should not assume that the trials and temptations and testing in 
verses 19-22 are not experienced by the seed on the good soil.  The seed on the good soil sends 
roots down deeply and thus is able to stand firm in the trials, temptations, and testing.  Those 
receiving the letter to the Hebrews are those who have sent their roots down deeply.  Notice 
what our author tells us. 
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Suffering is a sign of sonship (vv. 7-8).  The author of Hebrews takes the idea of suffering for 
one’s faith and places it in the context of God’s care.  As such we should . . .  
 

• Respectfully submit to the hardship (v. 9) 

• Understand the positive value of hardships (vv. 10, 11) 
 
When we are confronted by the hard thing our natural tendency is to throw it off and run as 
far from it as possible.  Seldom do we embrace the hardship.  Yet this text tells us to embrace 
the hardship by recognizing it comes from our heavenly Father and He is doing this for our 
good.  He is training you and molding you into His image.   
 
Friends, I do not like to suffer nor do I enjoy the pain experienced by those inside of this 
church family, but I believe these two truths.  First, such hardship and pain is under the 
gracious oversight of God.  Second, there is value in the hardship and suffering.  God is 
forming you into His image.  Those who suffer are being polished and the buffing process is 
causing them to shine so when the Father looks at them He sees His image reflected back. 
 
When someone polishes their car they rub the cream into their car.  The rubbing process has 
the power of removing blemishes and then places over the car a protective covering.  The 
individual than begins to buff the car so that the car shines.  Once the process is done the 
owner (and others) step back and admire their work and the beauty of the car.  The owner is 
not punishing the car.  The car did nothing wrong.  The owner is protecting the car and 
enabling the car to be what it is.  The polishing process enables others to see the car for what it 
is.  This is no less true with us.   
 

II. The application – THEREFORE, STRENGTHEN THE WEAK AND FEEBLE (vv. 12-17)  
 
In light of this, encourage those who are stumbling, lest they fail in their pursuit and turn back. 
 
Verses 12 -14 begins with “therefore.”  Because what we just saw is true, use this to encourage 
those who are suffering for their faith and are looking to turn back. 
 
Verses 15-17 appear to speak directly to those who are looking to turn back.  Here we have 
similar words like those found in other “warning” passages. 
 

III. The exhortation – DO NOT REFUSE HIM WHO IS SPEAKING (vv. 18-29)  
 
Some having faced difficulty have turned back, but we in the face of difficulty continue to 
persevere.  Notice the contrast between the first covenant (vv. 18-21) and the New Covenant 
(vv. 22-24).  Those inside of the New Covenant need not tremble before the throne of grace. 
 

The fifth warning of the book comes on the heels of this note on chastening. In essence, it is 
“Don’t deny.” The author implores the readers not to deny God by refusing to heed his 
voice (12:18-29). Once again, as with previous warnings (2:1-4; 10:26-29), the author argues 
a minor ad maior: from the minimal punishment (physical death) for disobedience in the OT 
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to the maximal punishment for disobedience now (eternal hell). He contrasts Mount Sinai 
with Mount Zion (12:18-24), showing that the awesome power of God shakes mountains, 
but it cannot shake the kingdom in which true believers dwell (12:28). The warning is 
concluded with the somber note that “our God is a consuming fire” (12:29).9 

 
Let us for just a moment revisit the five “warning” passages in the Book of Hebrews. 
 
1. 2.1-4: "Do not drift away ... pay much closer attention to what we have heard ... we will not 

escape." 
2. 3.12-19: "Do not fall away from the living God ... encourage one another day after day ... we 

will not enter His rest." 
3. 6.1-8: "Do not fall away ... press on to maturity ... we are close to being cursed." 
4. 10.26-31 (cf. 10.14-25): "Do not go on sinning willfully ... encourage one another ... we will 

experience a terrifying expectation of judgment." 
5. 12.25-29: "Do not refuse Him who is speaking ... show gratitude ... we will not escape."10 
 

The author of Hebrews beautifully portrays the majesty and work of Christ and warns 
believers not to ignore their reward and inheritance He has offered them.  The first and 
fifth warnings bracket the main content of the book with "how shall we escape?" (Heb. 
2:3; 12:25, the same Greek root ekpheugo is used for escape).  In between these two 
warnings the work of Christ is portrayed as surpassing and replacing the Mosiac Law 
and, as more of the greatness of Christ is revealed, the warnings become progressively 
more severe.11 

 
Each section of the book exalts Christ in some area and inserts a warning based on that aspect 
of Christ.  I shared this earlier in our studies.  Let me revisit the larger idea of the warning 
passages in the Book of Hebrews.   
 

1. The passages are to be handled holistically.  Each one adds different elements and 
together they teach a singular idea. 

 
So, let me begin with where we agree. First, Scot is exactly right in saying that all the 
warning passages must be read together and that they must be read synoptically. The 
warning passages mutually shed light on one another. How many interpreters and 
preachers fail to follow this simple principle! The author has one main point in the letter: 
don’t fall away! His whole sermon is designed to drive that point home (Heb. 13:22).12  

 
I believe, like Israel, local churches are a “mixed bag of worms.”  In light of this, several groups 
are present in the hearing audience. 
 

2. The passages are addressing Judaizers who are not “saved.”  This group needs to be 
“saved.” 

 
There were some in the readership who had made a profession of faith in Christ but were 
seriously considering returning to Judaism. It was not a case of the Galatians heresy where 
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some were attempting to unite Christianity with Judaism; on the contrary, these people 
were about to abandon Christianity to slip back to the works system of Judaism.13 

 
3. The passages are addressing those who profess to be saved and are not.  This group 

needs to be “saved.” 
 

4. In addition, the warning passages fall on the ears of those who are genuinely saved and 
as such are called to remember the singularity of their faith for their initial salvation 
and ongoing walk.  This group needs to continue resting in Jesus Christ as their great 
high priest.   

 
The central thought of the entire Epistle is the doctrine of the Person of Christ and his 
role as mediator between God and humanity. The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews 
was committed to the spiritual well-being of its first recipients.14 

 
5. The passages are instructional for they speak to the unique singularity of Jesus Christ 

as the one and only great high priest from whom and through whom mercy is obtained 
and grace is found in the time of need. 

 
Hebrews 2:1 and 4 note how there is no other venue for deliverance if not through Jesus 
Christ.  This same message is again introduced in Hebrews 12:25.  It is the same thought 
behind the idea that no one can be saved who rejects Jesus Christ as their great High Priest 
(Heb. 6:6; 10:26). 
 

Those to whom the author of Hebrews is writing seem to have begun to doubt whether 
Jesus could really be the Messiah for whom they were waiting, because the Messiah was 
prophesied in the Old Testament to come as a militant king and destroy the enemies of 
his people. Jesus, however, came as a mere man who suffered and even died under 
crucifixion. And although he was seen resurrected, he still left the earth and his people, 
who now face persecution rather than victory. The books of Hebrews solves this 
problem by arguing that the old Testament also foretold that the Messiah would be a 
priest (although of a different sort that the traditional Levitical priests) and Jesus came 
to fulfill this role. His role of a king is yet to come, and so those who follow him should 
be patient and not be surprised that they suffer for now. 15 

 
6. The issue is between believing the gospel and not believing the gospel.   

 
This is the singular issue in Hebrews 3.  If you believe God, you will enter His rest.  If you do 
not believe God, you will not enter His rest. 
 

7. The outcome of not believing is “consuming fire.”  If one does not believe, there is no 
“sacrifice for sins.”  Those who refuse the gospel cannot be renewed to repentance.  It is 
Jesus plus nothing minus nothing or eternal damnation. 
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The issue is not whether one can be saved, lost and then saved again.  The issue is whether 
anyone can be saved who rejects the singular salvation offered by God through His Son (Heb. 
6:6; 10:26). 
 

I agree with Scot that the consequence of the sin described in Hebrews is final and 
eternal judgment. The author is not just talking about losing rewards. He is talking 
about going to hell.16 

 
8. It is not referencing the loss of reward.  The passage does not appear to allow this.  This 

seems to be a conclusion based on an alternative to losing one’s justification.   
 
The reasoning to this position is as follows:  “We know you cannot lose your salvation, so it 
must be a loss of some type of reward.  Whether the reward is crowns or position is the 
debate.” 
 

9. Finally, there is a warning within the passages, but there is also a word of 
encouragement.  The foundation on which our salvation rests is sure.  Nothing can 
shake the provision made by God. 

 
In light of these marvelous truths, let us not turn back (v. 25).  We are citizens of a kingdom 
that cannot be shaken.  It is because of who He is and what He has done that we can now 
“show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; 
for our God is a consuming fire.”  As a consuming fire, He burns off our dross.  The only way 
to shed this sin is through fire. 
 
Friend, I find no fear in this text.  My fear does not lie with God, but with my own frail and 
failing heart.  God must do the work, for I cannot.   I do not try harder.  My failure makes me 
throw myself at/on the mercy and grace of God and shout louder “Jesus is enough!” 
 
This text deals primarily with those who suffer for their faith.  Yet I believe we can pull 
encouragement from this text for all of the hardships and disappointments and consequences 
we face as the result of our own poor choices and those of others. 
 
Our God loves us more than we can comprehend.  To encounter that love is to be changed 
forever.  Right now in the midst of your suffering know and see behind it the loving hand of 
God drawing you ever closer to your perfect joy. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Recognize your position with God.  He is your Father and you are His child. 
2. Your suffering is part of His good purpose. 
3. There is value to what you are currently living. 
4. You are a citizen of a kingdom that cannot be shaken, therefore show gratitude for the 

bigger picture being played out. 
5. Be in awe of God for He is a consuming fire.   
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